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f lyiENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions^ and listings, of clainis in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for cotnmunicatmg electronic information comprising 
the computer-implemented steps of: 

intercepting a message that has been sent from a first participant to a second 
participant prior to said message amving at said second participant; 
wherein intercepting the message is performed bv a device coupl ed between a 

plurality of clients and a plurality of servers: 
wherein said message includes identifier information: 
wherein said first participant is one of a service requestor and a service 

provider and the second participant is the other of the service requestor 
and the service provider; aad 
on said device, d etennimng the identity of the first participant based on said identifier 

information in said message; 
on said device, using said identitv to maintain a log of the interaction between said 

first participant bv said second participant: and 
wherein said log is based at least in part on reply messages that pass through said 
device. 

2. (CuTxently amended) The method of Claim 1 wher e in: 
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tho otop of intcroQpting a mosoago is porfonnod by a d o vioo oouplod betw e en a 

plurality of oUcmto and a pliirality of oerv e roy 
tho method fiurtber comprisiixg the step of identifying which services are being 

provided to said clients by said servers based on the content of messages that 

pass through said device; and 
billing said clients for said services based on which services are being provided to 

said clients by said servers. 


3. (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein: 

the device is controlled by a first party, and the services are provided by a set of 
second parties; and 

the first party performs the step of billing on behalf of the set of second parties. 


4. (Currently amended) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the 
computer-implemented steps of: 

determining whether said message has billing implications; 

if said message has billing implications^ then generating [a] the log: and 

using said log to charge [s^] a particular participant for a service 

indicated in the message^ wherein said particular participant is 
one of said fibrst participant and said second participant. 


5. (Original) The method for Claim 4 wherein the log includes a service 
requestor identification. 
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6. (Original) The method for Claim 4 wherein the log inchxdes information 
to indicate how much the particular participant is to pay for the service. 

7. (Original) The method for Claim 4 fiurthw comprising the computer- 
implemented step of sending a plurality of logs, including said log, to an 
aggregation engine that places access information contained in said 
plurahty of logs into the format required by a billing system, 

8. (Original) The method for Claim 4 further conq>rises: 
deterniining tibiat the particular participant must pre-pay for the service; 
determining whether the particular participant has sufiicient fimds to pay for the 

service; and 

determining how to handle said message based on whether said particular participant 
has $u£Eicient funds to pay for the service, 

9. (Original) The method for Claim 4 further comprising the computer-implemented 
steps of: 

inspecting a provider profile associated with the service provider, and 
determining that the service requestor must pre-pay for the service based on the 
provider profile. 
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10. (Origin^) The method for Claim 4 further comprising the computer-implemented 
$teps of: 

inspecting a requestor profile associated with the s^ice requestor; and 
determining that the service requestor must pre-pay for the service based on the 
requestor profile. 

1 1 . (Original) The method for Claim 4 further wherein the message is a refuse from 
the service provider and includes a price at which the service provider is willing to 
provide the service. 

1 2. (Original) The method for Claim 4 wh^in the service involves providing content 
jGrom the service provider. 

13. (Original) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
detennining a service class for said first participant based on the identity of the first 

participant; and 

determimx:^ where to direct said message to based on said service class. 


14, (Original) The method for Claim 4 further comprising the steps of: 

detennining a service class for said first participant based on the identity of the first 
participant; and 

wherein the service that the service requestor is provided is detennined by said 
$ervice class. 
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15. (CuiretiUy amended) The method for Claim 4 further comprising the step of updating 
a service requestor p rofile based on the service that is requested 

1 6. (Cuirently amended) The method for Claim 4 ftixther comprising the step of 
decrementing an account balance of the particu lar participant when the service 
requestor accesses the service. 

17. (Original) The method for Claim 4 further comprising the step of detennining fix)m 
the message the service thai is requested by the service requestor. 

1 S. (Original) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the computer-implemented 
step of: 

locating a profile based on the identity of the first participant, 

19. (Original) The method for Claim 18 further comprising the computer-in^lcmented 
step of: 

storing billing data associated with the service requestor in the profile. 

20. (Original) The method for Claim 18 further cornprising the computCT-implemented 
step of: 

determining a price that the service requestor will pay for a service from the profile. 
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21 . (Original) The method for Claim 1 8 fiirther comprising the computer-implemented 
Step of: 

billing the service requestor if the profile indicates that the service requestor is to be 
biUed. 

22. (Original) The method for Claim 18 wherein the step of locating the profile further 
comprises the computer-implemented step of: 

extracting a participant ID from the message; and 
locating the profile based on a participant ID. 

23 . (Original) The method for Claim 1 8 furth^ comprising maintaining an account 
balance in the profile. 

24. (Currently amended) The method for Claim IS fiirther comprising decrementing [&e] 
an account balance of the service requestor w hen the service requestor accesses a 
s^vice wherein the service was specified in the message and wherein the service 
requires a fee. 

25. (Original) The method for Claim 18 further comprising updating the profile to award 
the service requestor a prize for having requested said service^ 

26» (Original) The method for Claim 18 further comprising the computer-implemented 
steps of. 
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extcacting a number from the profile; 

wherein the number indicates the number of times the service requestor has 

requested a service; 
incrementing the number; 
storing the number back into the profile; and 

deteimining whether to bill the service requestor for the service based on the number. 


27. (Original) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the computer-implemented 
step of: 

determining whether the service requestor is allowed access to a service based on 
information in a profile. 


28. (Original) The method for Claim 27 further comprising the computer-implemented 
stq>s of: 

if the service requestor is not allowed access to the service, then 

sending the service requestor a second message indicating that the sorice 
requestor is not allowed access to the service. 


29. (Original) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the computer-implemented 
steps of: 

if the service requestor requires pre-authorization for a service 

sending the service requestor a payment authorization message; and 
if the service requestor authorizes payment for the service, then 
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* 

retiansmitting the message to the service provider to obtain the service for the 
service requestor. 

30. (Origixxal) The method for Claim 29 further comprising inspecting a profile to 
determine whether the service requestor requires pre-authorization for the service. 

31. (Original) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the computer-implemented 
steps of: 

determining whether the service requestor has funds to pay for a service based on an 
authorization source. 

32. (Original) The method for Claim 31 fbrther comprising the computer-implemented 

steps of: 

if the service requestor has the funds, then 

causing the funds to be decremented from a requestor account associated with 

the service requestor; and 
retransmitting the message to the service provider to obtain the service for the 

service requestor. 

33. (Original) The method for Claim 3 1 whereni the authorization source is a profile. 

34. (Original) The method for Claim 3 1 wherein the authorization source is a billing 
system. 
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35. (Original) The mefhod for Claim 31 wherein the authotization source is a billing 
scheme of an access provider. 

36. (Original) The method for Claim 1 further comprising the computer-implemented 
steps of: 

detennining whether the service provider is an authorized partner; and 
if the service provider is an authorized partner, then 

retransmitting the message to the service provider to obtain a service. 

37. (Original) The method for Claim 36 wherein the step of detennining wheth^ the 
service provider is an approved partner further comprises the computer-implemented 
steps of: 

determining whether the service involves a fee by inspecting a provider profile; 

if the service does involve a fee» then 

establishing a secure connection with the provider; and 

authenticating the service provider by using an authentication mechanism. 

38. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium carrying instructions for 
conununicating electronic information, the instructions comprising instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

intercepting a message that has been sent from a first participant to a second 
participant prior to said message arriving at said second participant; 
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wherein intercepting the message is performed bv a device coitpled between a 

pliiralitv of clients and a plurality of servers: 
wherein said message includes identifier information: 
wherein said first participant is one of a service requestor and a service 

provider and the second participant is the other of the service requestor 
and the service provido*; frad 
on said device, d et^mining the identity of the first participant based on said identifier 

infomiation in said message; 
oq ^aid 4ev^ce, us;ing said identity to maintain a log of the inte raction between said 

first participant bv said second participant: and 
wherein said log is based at least in part on reply messages that pass through said 
device . 

39. (Cunently amended) The computer-readable medium for Claim 38 
ftuther comprising instrucdons for: 

determining whether said message has billing implications; 

if said message has bilUng implications, then generating [a] said l og: and 

using said log to charge [said] a particular participant for a service 

indicated in the message, wherein said particular participant is 

one of said first participant and said second participant. 

40. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 wherein the log 
includes a service requestor identification. 
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41 . (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 wherein the log 
includes information to indicate how much the particular participant is to 
pay for the service. 

42. (Original) The conqputer-readable medium for Claim 39 further 
comprising instructions for siding a plurality of logs^ including said 
log, to an aggregation engine that places access information contained in 
said plurality of logs into the format required by a bilhng system. 

43. (Original) The con^uter-readable medium for Claim 39 further comprises 
instructions for 

detemiining that the particular participant must pre-pay for the service; 
detemiining whether the particular participant has sufiBcient funds to pay for the 
service; and 

determining how to handle said message based on whether said paxticuldr participant 
has sufiScient funds to pay for the service. 

44* (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 further comprising 
instructions for 

inspecting a provider profile associated with the service provider; and 
determining that the service requestor must pre-pay for the service based on the 
provider profile. 
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45. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 further comprising 
instructions for: 

injecting a requestor profile associated with the service requestor; and 
determining that the service requestor must pre-pay for the service based on the 
requestor profile. 

46. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 wherein the message is a 
response jQrom the service provider and includes a price at which the service provider 
is willing to provide the service. 

47. (Original) The computet-Teadable medium for Claim 39 wherein the service involves 
providing content &om the service provider. 

48. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 38 ftuther comprising 
instnictions for: 

detemiining a service class for said first participant based on the idratity of the first 
participant; and 

determining where to direct said message to based on said service class, 

49. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 further comprising 
instructions for: 
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deteraiiniiig a service class for said first participant based on the identity of the first 
participant; and 

wherein the service that the service requestor is provided is determined by said 
service class. 

50. (Cturently amaided) The cornputer-readable mediim for Claiin 39 further 
comprising instructions for updating a service requestor profile based on the service 
that is requested. 

5 1 . (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium for Claim 39 iurther 
comprising instructions for decrementing an account balance of the particular 
participant v yhen the service requestor accesses the service. 

52. (Qhginal) The computer-readable mediimi for Claim 39 further comprising 
instructions for determining firom the message the service that is requested by the 
service requestor. 

53. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 38 fiuther comprising 
instructions fan 

locating a profile based on the identity of the first participant. 

54. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 53 further comprising 
instructions for: 
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storing biUmg data associated with the service requestor in the profile. 

55. (Original) The con^uter-readable medivim for Claim 53 further comprising 
instractions for: 

determimng a price that the service requestor will pay for a service fix>m the profile, 

56. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 53 further comprising 
instructiox^ for: 

billing the service requestor if the profile indicates that the service requestor is to be 
biUed. 

57. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 53 wherein instructions for 
locating the profile &rther comprises instructions for: 

extracting a participant ID from the message; and 
locating fhe profile based on a participant ID. 

58. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 53 further comprising 
instructions for maintaining an account balance in the profile. 

59. (Curreixtly amended) The computer-readable medium for Claim 53 further 
comprising instructions for decrementing [^] an account balance of the service 
requestor w hen the service requestor accesses a service wherein the service was 
specified in the message and wherein the service requires a fee. 
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60. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 53 ftirfhCT comprising 
instniictions for updating the profile to award the service requestor a prize for having 
requested said service. 

61 . (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim S3 further comprising 
instructions for. 

Extracting a number from the profile; 

wherein the number indicates the number of times the servdce requestor has 
requested a service; 
incrementing the number; 
storing the number back into the profile; and 

determining whether to bill the service requestor for the service based on the number. 

62. (Original) The computer-readable mediimi for Claim 38 further comprising 
instructions for 

detemujaing whether the service requestor is allowed access to a service based on 
information in a profile. 

63. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 62 further comprising 
instructions for 

if the service requestor is not allowed access to the service, then 
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sending the service reqiiestor a second message indicating that the service 
requestor is not allowed access to the service. 

64. (Original) The coxnputer-Teadable medium for Claim 38 further comprisbig 
instmctions for: 

if the service requestor requires pre-authorization for a service 

sending the service requestor a pa^yment authorization message; and 

if the service requestor authorizes payment for the service, then 

retransTxutting the message to the service provider to obtain the service for the 
service requestor. 

65. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 64 further comprising 
instructions for iospecting a profile to detemdne whether the service requestor 
requires pre-authoiization for the service. 

66. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 38 furth^ comprising 
instructions for: 

detennining whether the service requestor has funds to pay for a service based on an 
authorization source. 

67. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 66 further con^rising 
instmctions for 

if the service requestor has the funds, theti 
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causing the funds to be docremented from a requestor account associated with 

the service requestor; and 
retransmitting the message to the service provider to obtain the service for the 

service requestor 

68- (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 66 wherein the authorization 
source is a profile. 

69. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 66 wherein the authorization 
source is a billing system. 

70. (Original) The con^uter-readable medium for Claim 66 wherein the authorization 
source is a billing scheme of an access provider. 

71 . (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 38 further comprising 
instructions for 

determining whether the service provider is an authorized partner; and 
if the service provider is an authorized partner, then 

Tetransmitting the message to the service provider to obtain a service. 

72. (Original) The computer-readable medium for Claim 71 wherein instructions for 
detemmung whether the service provider is an approved partner further comprise 
instructions for: 
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determining whether the service involves a fee by inspecting a provider profile; 

if the service does involve a fee, then 

establishing a secure connection with the provider; and 

authenticating the service provider by using an authentication mechanism. 
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